again; and so he did shortly after, though it was to his
further cost, and to little purpose.
He had some occasion to go to the market-town during
the time of the assizes, and there seeing the prisoners
brought to their trials, among others he espied Rumbold,
whom he had charged with the silver cup. He inquired
what was his crime, and was told it was for picking of a
pocket. " Nay, then," said the landlord, " probably I may
hear of my cup again." And therefore, when the trial was
over and the prisoners carried back to the jail, he went and
inquired for our adventurer, to whose presence he was soon
brought. " O Lord, master 1 how do you do ? Who thought
to have seen you here? I believe you have not met with
so good friends in this country as you did at our town of
our justice; but let that pass. Come, let us drink together."
Hereupon a jug of ale was called for and some tobacco,
which they very lovingly drank off, and smoked together;
which done, said the landlord to our adventurer : " I would
gladly be resolved in one point, which I question not but
you can do." " I suppose you mean," said Rumbold, " about
the old business of the silver cup you lost ? " " Yes," said
the landlord; " and the losing of it does not so much vex
me as the manner how it was lost, and therefore," continued
he, " if you would do me the kindness to give me the satis-
faction how you came by it, I do protest I will acquit you
although you are directly guilty." " No, that will not do,"
replied Rumbold; "there is somewhat else in the case."
"Well, then," said the landlord, " if you will tell me, I will
give you ten shillings to drink." " Ready money does very
well in a prison," said our adventurer, " and will prevail
much; but how shall I be assured that you will not prosecute
me if I should chance to be concerned?" "For that/*
replied the landlord, " I can give you no other warrant than
my oath, which I will inviolably keep." " Well, then,"
said Rumbold, " down with the merry grigs; let me handle
the money, and I'll be very true to you, and as for your
charging me with it I fear you not." The landlord, being
big with expectation to know how this clean conveyance was
20